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The Role of Civil Society Organizations in Development

Abdulsalam Faraj Ali Farhat

Abstract: Social and volunteer development work is considered one of the fundamental means that contribute to
enhancing the status of communities in the current era. The importance of social work is increasing day by day
due to the growing gap between the resources of governments and the needs of the people. The role of volunteer
work has emerged to bridge this gap, as governments are no longer able to meet the needs of individuals and
communities, whether in advanced or developing countries. The complexities of living conditions and societal
needs have increased and are constantly changing. Therefore, there must be another entity that supports govern-
mental bodies and complements their role in meeting social needs. This entity is known as "civil society organiza-
tions" or "non-governmental organizations." Development enthusiasts agree that cooperation between the gov-
ernment sector, the private sector, and non-profit civil institutions is essential to achieve genuine development.
Non-governmental organizations often play a leading role in addressing social, economic, cultural, and other is-
sues, and they provide development plans and programs that governments rely on. VVolunteer social work is wit-
nessing developments in its concept, methods, and foundations based on changes in social needs. It is noted that
the primary goal of social work has shifted from providing care and assistance to achieving development in socie-
ty. Social work is considered one of the fundamental pillars for achieving social progress and development. It is
also a measure of the level of social progress for both society and individuals.
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