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Danaos
Salem Younis Abdul Karim Salem

Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Omar Al-Mukhtar University

Abstract: This research relates to an important topic connected to the history of Libya, Egypt, and Greece. It
sheds light on the oldest relationships between these three peoples, focusing primarily on the legendary figure
mentioned in Greek literary sources, namely "Danaus" or "Danaos." Danaus was a Libyan king of Egyptian ori-
gin, and fate led him to migrate with his fifty daughters, known as the "Danaids," to the land of Greece, where he
became the ruler of its important region, Argos. He became the ancestor of a people known as the "Danaans" and
played a role, along with his daughters, in transferring significant religious practices from Egypt and Libya to
Greece and its associated islands.

The aim of this research is to uncover the truth about this man and clarify his actual history, separate from the
myths associated with him. The study primarily relies on literary material and linguistic studies rather than ar-
chaeological evidence, due to the scarcity, and almost absence, of the latter regarding Danaus and his story. Al-
though the information provided in Greek literary sources about Danaus is often brief and concise, what remains
suggests the existence of a realistic foundation for the character of the man and that the Greek accounts of him
were not merely products of imagination.

. Keywords: Danaus, linguistic studies, Greek sources.
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- AJA. = American Journal of Archaeology.
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Haase, Berlin.

- BABA. =BeitrigeAgyptischenBauforschung und Altertumskunde, Heft. 12,
zum. 70, Geburtstag Von Ricke, H., Wiesbaden, 1971.

- BCH. = Bulletin de CorrespondanceHellénique.

- BIFAO.=Bulletin de L’ Institut Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale.

- HTheR. = The Harvard Theological Review.

- JHS. =The Journal of Hellenic Studies.

- JRAIGBI. = The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great
Britain and Ireland.

- RoscherLex. Myth. = AusfiihrlichesLexikon der griechischen und romischen-
MythologieimVereinmit....herausgegeben, Von W. H. Roscher, Leipzig.

- TAPA. = Transactions of the American Philological Association.

- ZAS. = ZeitschriftfiirAgyptischeSprache und Altertumskunde.
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- ZPE. = ZeitschriftfiirPapyrologie und Epigraphik.
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