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The Phenomenon of Deviation in Modern Arabic Poetry:
A Reading through Interpretive Stylistics

Abstract: This study examines the phenomenon of stylistic deviation
in modern Arabic poetry through an interpretive stylistics approach. It
explores how deviation contributes to meaning-making and shapes the
aesthetics of reception by drawing the reader’s attention and prompting
interpretive engagement. The analysis focuses on three major devices:
shift of address (iltifat), ellipsis (omission), and fronting and post-
ponement (tfagdim wa-ta’khir), using selected poetic examples from
modern Arabic poetry.
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