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Ethical leadership and its impact on enhancing trust in the workplace
(A field study of employees at some colleges at the University of
Derna)

Abstract: This study investigates the impact of ethical leadership on enhancing
trust within the workplace at University of Derna, focusing on the dimensions of
justice, integrity, ethical role modeling, and concern for others. A descriptive-
analytical approach was employed using a five-point Likert-scale questionnaire
distributed to a random sample of 50 administrative and academic staff. Find-
ings indicate a relatively high level of ethical leadership (means: 3.32-3.64) and
a high level of workplace trust (Mean = 3.82). Regression analysis shows a sta-
tistically significant positive relationship between all dimensions of ethical lead-
ership and workplace trust (p < 0.001), with “concern for others” having the
strongest effect. The study confirms that ethical leadership is a key driver of or-
ganizational trust and supports both research hypotheses. It recommends institu-
tionalizing ethical leadership through training programs and transparent, value-
based policies.

Keywords: Ethical leadership, organizational Trust, work Environ-
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