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Agnosticism between Omar Khayyam and Elia Abu Madi:
A Comparative Study

Abstract: Poetry has a great role in expressing poets' thoughts as well as their feelings,
hence the philosophy of many poets was manifested in their works. Omar Khayyam is
considered one of those famous Eastern poets whose works were heavily loaded with his
philosophical ideals, which influenced a large number of poets of different times and
cultures. Khayyam’s ideology appears to be in affiliation with other agnostic poets, such
as the Lebanese poet Elia Abu Madi in his poem ‘Talismans.” This research adopts ana-
lytical and interpretive approaches to study agnosticism in Khayyam and Abu Madi. We
conclude that both poets highlighted their agnostic ideas in their poetry, however, it was
broader and more apparent in Khayyam’s than that in Abu Madi’s. For example, Khay-
yam’s poetry touched on the divine self, Heaven and Hell. As a result, Khayyam resort-
ed to wine to get rid of his confusion regarding every existential matter that confronted
him. Abu Madi, on the other hand, sought refuge in nature to clarify his doubts and re-
duce the burden of confusion he experienced. This research aims to focus on the confu-
sion of both poets regarding existential matters, which was not previously addressed in
the articles that dealt with the two poets. The research also works on clarifying their
thoughts on the one hand, and bringing them closer together on the other hand, in order
to focus on comparative studies between these two cultures.
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