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The Libyan oboe,
and the Libyan religious influences in Thesmophoria and Bacchic
rituals in Greece

Abstract: This research is concerned with studying the Libyan origins of the
oboe, and its role in religious rituals of the great goddess, who was known as the
mother of the gods, which were transferred from Libya to Greece and Asia Mi-
nor, As her own beliefs and rituals were transmitted with her. where the goal is
to reveal the similarities between Libyan and Greek civilization, and to investi-
gate the Libyan presence in Greece and Asia Minor. The study relied on the his-
torical analytical approach, relying on sources, comparing them and examining
them. The study reached important results, most notably: that the Libyan oboe
was the first instrument known to humanity, as its history is estimated at about
100 thousand years BC., and that its invention was motivated by its use in the
rituals of the marriage of the mother goddess. And From Libya, the oboe trans-
ferred to Phrygia, Thrace and Crete, then to Greece itself, and with it the wor-
ship of fertility and abundance. This transfer took place first by direct migration
from Libya to Greece, and second by Greek visitors who made a pilgrimage to
Libya to learn more about this belief.
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il GueY) bsesy B ) U6 Lave il ode Bpilie (g Chsingy o(322ff, IX. 296; mm
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salgd ug)sass i -(4, PL IIL 16; Bernal, 2006. 548, n. 42; LIMC. IL. 1. s.v. Athena, 982, no. 279
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