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Evaluation of the Antibacterial Activity of Libyan Sidr Honey and Thyme Honey
Against Some Pathogenic Bacterial Species Isolated from Patients at Benghazi Medical
Center

Abstract: This study evaluated the antibacterial activity of two types of Libyan honey, Sidr
and thyme produced in the Benghazi region, and investigated their physicochemical proper-
ties and relationship to antibacterial efficacy in light of increasing microbial resistance to
conventional antibiotics. Four clinically isolated pathogenic bacterial strains were obtained
from patients at Benghazi Medical Center: Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, Pseu-
domonas aeruginosa, and Klebsiella pneumoniae. The results demonstrated a statistically
significant positive correlation (p < 0.05) between honey concentration and inhibition zone
diameter for all tested bacteria. No inhibitory effect was observed at 25% concentration for
most of the tested species, whereas the highest antibacterial activity occurred at 100%. Sidr
honey exhibited the largest inhibition zone against S. aureus (28.0 + 0.41 mm) compared to
thyme honey (22.75 + 0.50 mm). Similarly, Sidr honey showed greater activity against E.
coli (26.0 £ 0.82 mm) than thyme honey (21.0 + 0.82 mm). Gram-negative bacteria showed
lower susceptibility overall, with minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) values of 12.5%
for Sidr honey in most cases, while minimum bactericidal concentration (MBC) values
reached 50% for both honey types. Physicochemical analysis revealed the superiority of Sidr
honey, characterized by lower pH (3.7 + 0.2), lower moisture content (6.7%), and higher
total sugar content (81.45%) compared to thyme honey. The study concludes that Libyan
honey, particularly Sidr honey, demonstrates promising potential as a natural antibacterial
agent.

Keywords: Libyan honey, Sidr honey, Thyme honey, Antibacterial activity, Physicochemi-
cal properties.
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«(2023) 050315 Farhanas (2017) ggsals AImasaudi g ae i Lo gay Lyl gai Jauin e Lol (<
iyl 580 die Lapaal) LpaSl) ain Adled Juad) gleil ST (e aed o) due of S DLET @l

sleadll il b (2025) oAl Bavas (2013) Maddocks & Jenkins 4] jLal Lo ae bl sda (3ims
zlly diasandl ((gigany) Tl Jadi daid 1ialy Sale uly chedine Ul s Jeln ge gl Juall LSl
sl Ll i ddidl) GLSHall ) Adlia) g prgl) 2aaS oy

By aged geil) (g3lgy il (gals Cm (Al readlly Abaall asal) & CDRY) o Jal) (Ka el e sl
Lapb ClaliadS legillad o moasy Sl Lo 29 ¢ il dues paad) dusd Sl Sl CBa) (8 5)dln 2

Jasill
el duey o) Jue Sl 4Ll 4605l Galeal £(3) Jsan
) gl
Loyl L | L | a )| ;j:&\ R S
ot s s e gal) A8l b ’ PN el pH Al
(%) %) %l (%) 49/ -
(meq/Kg) (mS/cm)
(PPm)
s
0.0+0.5a | 2.5+81.45a | 1.2+64.8a | 0.002+1.39a | 0.2+6.7b | 5+284a | 1.5+12b | 5+440a | 0.2+3.7a N
B
s
0.03+0.7a | 1.9+73.1b | 1.9+61.6b | 0.005+1.37a | 0.8+9.2a | 9+243b | 1.3x16a | 7+412b | (0.3+4.3a )5\
e
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Jagiall (Hlaaall CahaN) £ )y <o EDU Jacsgia Joaadl 8 850l il Sl
-(P<0.05) dgina (sgiuna 2ie Ligina Dlig agag ade ) 2algll dganll 8 dgaliiall Yl

@ el dues ool Jue g daualy B8 29ns (3) Jsas (b e 58 LS ShasSoupill abanl) il capglal sad
s lolls (DlSudl ¢ el daagill cash)ll (ssine ((PH) img el sl el Ayl dae hydall (o 22e
Basa waad b laall adsally Ll Juad) il (e Gum (LSl sliadll Bladl Bl Ualsy) i ailas
O Jeonll el Sl 8 8y Bypams ik Gbaall aisall OF () Eas il jads WS L ggaall abaling Jeeal)
oalaa¥) e Jual) (gine o St Lo say diladl dualiad) Cagplally ¢ Sl elaally Al ga Dl DA
Llall a4 (2025) ggsaly Elfallah i s (2023 «ogals Hegazi) cbySully ¢ galaall cci¥gidl) (dagaal)
a5 el Juuay Alie Alladll SLSall el WhasS GaSh cuehl saul) due e of lll Juall cilig Saall sliadl)
Al duhal) #i e b

Byidall Lyl Wiall vm el Jueg jaul) Juad MBC 5 MIC i :(4) Jsaa

LiSllgss | MIC/ MBC(%) sl Jue | MIC/ MBC(%) ic3l Juc
E. coli 12.5 /50 25 /50
P. aeruginosa 12.5 /50 12.5 /50
K. pneumoniae 12.5 /50 25/50
S. aureus 6.5/ 50 12.5 /50

Jl il ) Jsag cdmidial S0 vie (<) saill Untie [l iy Joual) o (4) Json (b bl miags
2018 <03 als Gambo) Juwell L€l sliaall Labiall gl Al byl 8 ) Sie Jaas sy ¢ oY) 5800 xie
IS Gpulen SV il Staphylococcus aureus o)l dusse LSl of gl cijglil 3 (2021 <Almasaudi
s e i3l el %505 %12.5 5 < saudl Jusad %50 5 %6.5 cialy 3 (MBC 5 MIC 28 (i cilals éum Juall o 53
Lt B aud) Jusd Aef dlad ) udy Lee ¢(2017) @is0aTs Almasaudi s (2021) Almasaudi b ae i b
LSl Jig a8 Aulsidl) LSyally gy9any) Tasally cdlimganll alSll sall 3okl 138 (uSang ¢LpsSill 38 gad
+ 3.7) i PH' i nagd) )L Lgie haes dages dad jaudl Jue J3us Cus (2013 (Maddocks & Jenkins)
Slaall Lalially By Ul Jasis dpals ag ot el Lagen ) oy Las (0.3 £ 4.3) siejl) Jwny &3l (0.2
Lo g a3 35Ty . imssnell Wl Auaitie iy 3 5eUSH 5 Y dinjeal) LSSl () i (Ll
e B Gl agew duall 3 pH (alias) oL (2021) «Almasaudiy (2011) <Mandal & Mandal 4d) Ll
2 e Al pall ohn i (3815 LS (gslall cltall L3 & yalilly glall cilary) Jidant DA (g0 Lyi€ll sail 2Dl
Maal) Taliall b 485 acs Lo sty ¢ el Jowns A5lhe 8 Lagan dapu aas oull) andl Jue of cijelal Al 3y
.(2025 <Elfallah) U,a<,U

PH ad & 80 (358 Jaud ol Cus (2023 5535 Hegazi) i 3y5 Lo ae Wis milll sda Calias (Jadll o
O Al dalag ALl Cagll Gl o (S SEA) say cdibiaall ALl oladl) @iy duall gl s On
Jusnl e sy G ol e g culilall (AN ) dilia) Al (3hise
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Escherichia coli s ¢us (Juall slad Vot J8 doalis aDall Al LysSll e celld o gl e
el Jue aladiul vie %25 ) iyl L %12.5 jaull Jual dgline MIC o3 Klebsiella pneumoniae 4
el B bl Saay AU 58 o e Jay Lea cdusall e cesil) ST %50 xie dls MBC a8 iy oos
Gl Cun el e g NS dblas Llaind Pseudomonas aeruginosa ekl LS cadal) il Lol ells oy
) udng L 8ynal sl el ddy A5)ke Sl gieglie (uSey Las « MBC 50% 4@y MIC 12.5% dad
Usaing chzmitiall S8 e (5 pall b€ (amy 3 S Sl adiny oonll L€l sl L o ) Lagec
Joall gosi o Sl Sl 3 el 1) Aol 3 CDIaY) 1aa (e 385 (AeY) 3800 xe B ,ab )
.(2011) <Mandal & Mandal 4] ;Lal Lo ae 38 Le 585 Lagd 53smsall Alladl) LS)ally

O ool o (gging saudl Jue o 0 (3) sos b ey LS Auall Usa Jall i 3 Sl 5,85 ok
L sag (sl e %73.15 %61.6) sie3l Juns 43)lie (%81.45) < wliCully (%64.8) alyaal @byl
agey LSl (sima ¢ Ul of 1aST (alll ((2012) <5315 Chen 5 (2013) Maddocks & Jenkins gl ae (3
Ll 53l b LSl pgus 3 ool an 3 Upsaa g3 dmitipal) CiloySl) das anliy Lpiall slimall Lol b
SR e Alggeaal Jalgal) aal aal sa5 cduall (i die Cpnguel) wnSs ozl aed (A layes oo b cgiganl)
Lyl sbadl) Tlall 8ol oy Unla) Jagiyy deeal) 3 lSadl 55 g i) of claball (s 2585 ¢LiSll sl
.(2018 «Al-Hasani 2018 «cj521s Gambo)

Lgall Claliad) pe Gie il duey ol Jue Jayis dilaie Uil 4550 :(5)Js2s

LSl g C |CN|AX | TE | P | %100 35 ol Jue | %100 585 sieil Jue
E. coli 23120 0 | 180 26+0.82 21+0.82
P. aeruginosa | 0 | 17| 0 | 0 |0 20.5+0.41 18.5+0.41
K. pneumoniae | 17 | 19 | 0 | 13| 0 19.5+0.41 18.8+0.95
S. aureus 2412110 | 15]0 28+0.41 22.75+0.5

C: Chloramphenicol, CN: Gentamycin, AX: Amoxicillin, TE: Tetracycline, P: Penicillin

2 Dol gl chaliadl e 220 g0 %100 3850 ol dues siesl) due Lllad 23ae w5 (5) Jsas Oow
Jpdill (3lalie HUail cangli Grm Lyl 13liae Ul M Jusad) o3 US o i) cpelal L gpid) u,a€ll el
M dullad 3 rgiag i) due G By aull Jual ale (128 =19.5)5 sie3ll Jual ol (22.7-18.5) o
ks Lgaall clabiaall Lpulua) s 3l copghil Wiy ¢ siell) Juss &5lie E. cOli 5 Staphylococcus aureus
U e stel ol duslsa Lt Uil %100 5:S5 aad) due in G cagpadl) 3,50 cal) Llaiad b Al
daiil) o3 b gl ALIS daslia Ayl el il ) Amoxicillin g Penicillin e duadill digaall caliadl)
Lo LSl Aoglae seleas Jla (8 Apadl Aygoal) clabiaall Giany Alled Laganal Glldg cJusnll Alsinall Zadlall Zsany)
-(2020 ¢u5,al5 Alvarez <2015 Ventola)
Vel cajelal a8 (lgullad e Chloramphenicol ; Gentamicin (i cilaliaall (ass cudails ¢ Jilial) &
Chloramphenicol  Jau WS .ok (21-17) o Jadill shalic Sl cangly 3 cGentamicin olad daiiye dolus
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ahadd Alle doglas & el S Pseudomonas aeruginosa siul il il abas e Bas Ll
D3l Jue ze Bl 4,80 EYjall aa dpnlial) Ligaadl Slaliadl) (e 22 il s o) eyl dgaal) Glaliadl)
co3als Bava ) Ll Lo e 3 e sag S Sany 355l Gady coels ol ity 2 3aS Juaal) clazid 556 3 5m

30
i 25
] 20 3\
W E. coli 1 s "3
® P. geruginosa -+ 10 j
K. pneumoniae | N Iy E
W S. qureus 0 g
due  due P TE AX CN C
Sl
SA SH
%100 %100
O alaall

Ayl YL i gl laliaal) Gansy Jesal) e Greg (o LSl aliadl) dalial) 45)lae peas 1(1) J<E
FREON|

e 2 ae %100 S5 seil) duey ol Jue e JS LSl sliaddl Bl e (1) K& mas
Ol Jue (o il copelal il ghalie Ul e 13l syidad) 50Kl Dl s Lgall claliad)
D8l Al Gum ol Lasge LSl s dali capiad) gl cilabiaally el oy 43l 43l Japfiil) Allad Ca
O Tangl 38 (Ailie Aled dugaall Claliadl) (aes il cpn S ¢ E. cONf s « Staphylococcus aureus v ,SY)
& Cuyll el due 4l O Y cdadiye dullad ciyelal Chloramphenicol s Gentamycin Jie cilaloadl (s
e axlg il Penicillin g Amoxicillin gl Ao B olgle cisny Jy clalcaall ss dillad e YAl
lealad At Aaslie 3sa (Ao Ju 38 Lee 3pddl LSl

Jooall LyaCll sabiaall adladl) o Sh5 ilal) Adsisn oo Lea chilmal) Jolaall e e Uaas JSall gkl
Juall o sl Eaad) Ll Gluball 3y Lo ae bl o3 3y ¢ Shasll 4uSy 0Ky desi o i
Lagedl) Aapedll Lyl dgalse b Tacly Dla des oLyaSll Sliae hlis el padl Jue Liagead o ladl)
-(2019 Abushalla 2025 ¢ 315 Elfallah) Ll ciliskal) 8 asdag oK 13 cdagaal) clabiaall

guSeal) Giglil) (e (RS Las) il
23S sai (5 3sag pre (el duey pad) Jue) Juall el g Sl Caghill e CasSll lad) il <yl
L S Glyenian ¢ Jad ol Gum cdarticaa) dueh) 3l Llug¥) asen e clbhailly jiladdly (Alsel) Wil e JSI
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Aonslons Seall ALy 55l ) il oda yudy gl el 8 sadied) Auclidl)l (RSN 3pan (e el AL
algall e Aesane sy A2AA) L) sall aDle e Uy dusall 20 3) cAuball oda b deriiend) el Sl
sall dafie Glia gngy annbll dagaally (gisend] Janall glinly ¢ Al Llall Galiadl byl il
pailadll ) dila) cdaalie ity zl) gyl il ) Auball ol B g Sl Sl Qe (Ghais s )Sal)
-(2021Almasaudi ¢2011«Mandal & Mandal) 4ui Juuall Zualal

ady GlES o gsing Lo ol sasall Jle alad) Juall of (2013) <Maddocks & Jenkins i) cijglal i
Juall 2lad o (2012) 05aTs Chen T LS @lsl) (ga dlia alac] o alginl Jla 8 Jn S e 306 o
g Sl il Lo s ¢ Slasl auSn b 5ln Y LyaCll saliad

¢ Sl Blaalh Jl& ) daghll paleasl g3 Cua (Junll il (sh)ll (ggimall Galiashy milul) oda Jayy (Sasg
Jusd) o ) (2026) (Bebhameda & Attiya  (2022) «Boufa il a5 ccubiyhadlly yilaadly LyaSl) S5 ey Las
caoSall phind ety Lo sy s L zsamal) (gpalll 3gaalls 43)lke diish) (aliash S Le Gle ol

Oy dele 25 %92 siell duey A3)lie %6.7 S Ligh) (ssine sl Jue ekl (3) Jsan 8 e s LSS
ledlia b el 20,5 WIAY o elall Canee ) (5990e ) Jarall L)) (53535 «dunad) Jaby Jlad) (g39an) Jazal
Bebhameda & , (2022) Boufa )y & 3y Le ae daiill o3a (3iig ¢lgige sl Lagat Janiiiy (gouall Lghalis Ciigig
el Jusal) fy ecilag sSaall 5aliaall anlady Juuall B39l Laga Biga 203 daglall (il of oSl 3l (2026) cAttiya
o ahas Laiy (Wle LugySae Dhifind dniay Lee cddsall Lowldll sgaalls &5)lae gkl olgine (aliash Ligae i
Gl Grl G (ghah R say ¢ el Jue (& el dshay g cilaa Al ddsall cluball (s g gl
(2023 (g5 aTs Kumari) Zuda )l aliall Cagylall of opuially

Ca) oS Lo gy il Jue (B Gaw ol e il cogll a8 cala)ly el duasil) ads Led Ll
e b oalaadl of atys L) (galy Aiplae il (s0ls Akdaia b Bailad) Ll Al Aegla e @l Jaea) (gl
e sle Ju oty (5eSh) Juasill ad o)) of ) (2023) csoals AZZOUZ dudyy i Junll dugaal) oAl
el ad il Cus ((2025) «osals EI-Meihy duhn 8 355 L ae calias mill s3a o V) cdisna) ualialls Juaal
@ Y Lagas cdugyaall dball jaliadlls ddlaadl hliall COAL ol (S Lo 585 < paudl Jue (8 268 Jaill
LS als WiSHig yaliall goi o BN aainy 3) LSl liaall Jaliall 53L) 8y pually dsisnall jualialls Jusal) 2
.(2023 «us,als Azzouz) L

@) dimas pans (2023) <5 als AZZOUZ Sl Cus (Al daalily Lol il i ae Al o3a 3l (38l
LS Lol ) (ggimally dessll Baga glinl @l lshiys onlll el clie 8 AN (8 55K sl
Gagale s Ko 2l gl il ey saud) due Laws Yy colll Jsall e of ) (2025) i1 Elfallah sl
A Fuhall 25 ac sy Les adlally 3 Alasiudl Al aleas Langlsng Koo (ailoads aliaig

pailad 13 13 Baie ad ) el Juall o 00 (2011) 0saTs Al-Waili 4] HLa1 Le ae ibll o3a i
wndla o elld xhig ) e il 5l Gaall dape pae Jla 8 g Saall Cughill Gaslie aleas Lo ¢ 4313 Jaia
S sladl) Bl iy Lealall ChLEAY) b plasidl)

ralaliviy)
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@ Jand ol 3 cdnslong Sl A e Adle dapn Fie3l) Juey ol Jue (e OS g dabal) il cuell
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gl cilaliaall daglie 2]
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